INTELLECTUAL   LIFE   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS

such men as Cassiodorus and Boetius. And after their time, despite
the decadence of culture, the same state of affairs continued. The
palace, even under the Merovingians, never lacked for educated
laymen. "We know from Gregory of Tours that the children of
the kings were carefully initiated into the literary culture of the
age, and this applies with even greater force to the Ostrogoths and
the Visigoths. The pompous style of the missives written by the
Merovingian chancellery to the Emperors proves that even in
die time of Brunehaut there were still scholarly clerks in the
governmental offices.1 And there is no doubt that these were lay-
men, since the chancellery, in conformity with the Imperial
example, was composed exclusively of laymen.2

Many other examples may be cited. Asteriolus and Secundinus,
favourites of Theodebert I, were each rethoricis inlutus litteris?
Parthenius, magister officiorum et patricius, under the same king,
went to Rome to complete his literary education * However,
the education of these functionaries was not exclusively literary.5

Didier of Cahors, royal treasurer under Clotair II (613-629/630)
studied the gallicana eloquentia and the Leges Romanae. In the 7th
century many of the officials of the palace were certainly far more
cultivated than has been supposed.

As far as the Visigoths are concerned, it is enough to read their
laws, which are marked by verbosity and rhetorical turns of speech,
but which, at the same time, are remarkable for their minute
prescriptions in respect of social life, to realize that the literary
culture of these officials was accompanied by a practical knowledge
of affairs.

1  HABTMANN, Op. dt., Vol. II1, p. 70.

2  F. LOT, A quelle epoque a-t-on cesst de parkr latin? BULLETIN DUCANGE,
vol. VI, 1931, p. 100, believes that the only teaching then available was that
of private masters.                         s GREGORY OF TOURS, Hist. Franc., Ill, 33,

4  This is the Parthenius who was massacred at Treves on account of the
burdensome taxation which he imposed upon the people. GREGORY OF TOURS,
Hist. Franc., Ill, 36.

5  Bonitus, the referendary of Sigebert HI (634-656) is said to be "grm*
maticorum inbutus inidis necncn Theodosii etioctus decretis" Vita S. Boniti,

M,G,H. SS. HER, MBROV., vol. VI, p. 120.
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